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contrary to the statement in the article, the documen-
tation provided by the author confirms that the study 
was exempt from ethics approval and therefore was not 
approved by the IRB of the Michigan State University 
Human Research Protection Program.

The author disagrees with this retraction.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in 
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The editors have retracted this article as concerns were 
raised regarding the validity of the conclusions drawn 
after publication. Post-publication peer review concluded 
that the methodology was inappropriate as it does not 
prove causal inference of mortality, and limitations of the 
study were not adequately described. Furthermore, there 
was no attempt to validate reported fatalities, and there 
are critical issues in the representativeness of the study 
population and the accuracy of data collection. Lastly, 
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The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
org/10.1186/s12879-023-07998-3
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